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Nizbor Castle A BN,

Founded by the ruling Pfemyslid dynasty | Lg; T
U

(late 9 century—1306) in the middle of their b
deep woods traditionally referred to as the .
Premyslid hunting forest, the nearby Kfivoklat
Castle used to play a fundamental role in the protec-
tion of the sovereign power of Czech princes and later on kings. Over
the centuries the area saw many castles of different sizes added to the
defensive system. One of them, Nizbor Castle was founded in the mid
13 century on a rocky point above the confluence of the Berounka
River and Habrovy potok Stream, probably by order of King Premysl
Otakar II (1253-1278).

By 1265 the Castle served as the administrative centre of the region.
The rule of law would be maintained by the Burgrave. Transferred by
King to K#ivoklat was also the important office of the Royal Executioner,
who would prosecute crimes and enforce judgements.

The early name of the Castle was Miessenburg, i.e. “Castle on the
Miesse Rivet”, Miesse (in Czech MZe) being German petiod name of the
Berounka River. Despite its strategically well-chosen location above the
river and its mighty fortifications, the Castle was seized by the Hussite
troops in 1425.

The Castle was royal property until 1601 but would be habitually
mortgaged or leased to the kings’ aristocratic creditors. From tenant
to tenant it was becoming more and more comfortable for living until
turned into a majestic baroque residence by the House of Wallenstein,
who gained the property after the 1620 Protestant defeat and subse-
quent dispossession of the rebellious nobles. It was also then that the
ancient St. Catherine’s Chapel was restored to be reconsecrated to the
Elevation of Holy Cross in 1724. The House of Fuerstenberg became
the next owner of Nizbor through marriage of Jan Josef Wallenstein’s
daughter. After her death all the property fell to her son, Karl Egon I
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Fuerstenberg, who in 1736 transferred the whole Nizbor area under
the Rakovnik region administration (which continued to nearly mid 20
century). The land reform of the 1920s made the Fuerstenbergs give up
most of their property including Nizbor to the state. In the Communist
era (1948-1989) the Castle fell into distepair owing to poor main-
tenance. In 1996, it was bought by the municipality, which started its
gradual restoration. The Castle is a listed monument. In 2006 a wooden
cross was erected and consecrated on a point below the Castle, offering
maghnificent views of the village and the River.

Celtic Culture Centre

The Castle houses the Celtic Culture Centre
open from May to November. Its exhibits and mul-
timedia projections show the historical movement

of the Celtic people across Europe, bringing near their . - ’.' ~

lifestyle, religion, and craftsmanship. The Centre has o

also become a traditional venue for celebrations of the

major Celtic feastdays. It is administered by the Central Bohemia Insti-
tute for Care of Archeaological Heritage. Contacts: +420 311 693 100,
www.celticeurope.cz.
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“Touring” Bust of TG Masaryk

In front of the school building (and next to the <=
shop) the First & Second World War Memorial can ——
be found, also featuring the bust of Tomas Gar- L*il %
rigue Masaryk, the first Czechoslovak president o
(1918-1935). The history of the sculpture can be -
seen as a “history of Czechoslovakia in brief”, the
bust possibly holding a record in the number of
removals and reunveilings:

1939 festively unveiled (on 5™ Match, that
is, 10 days before the Nazi occupation);

1939 removed and hidden upon the Nazi invasion
by local resident brothers, Josef and FrantiSek Stehlik;

1945 returned to its original site immediately after the end of WWII;

1952 hidden by local resident Frantidek Janovsky from the
Communists wanting it removed;

1969 re-returned to its site;

1971 removed by the Communists and made over to the Beroun-
-based regional museum depository;

1989 festively reunveiled (on 26 Decembet, that is, a month after
the Communist regime fell), hopefully for good.

Astronomical Observatory —
Let It Be Light!

The people of Nova Hut (Nizbot’s period name) were the first in the
Kfivoklat region to light with electricity, this fact going to the credit of
a man who also left behind one of Nizbot’s present-day landmarks, the
Observatory. The leading Czech astronomer Ladislav Pracka built it for
his private use in 1910-11. All the lighting and operation of its astrono-
mical appliances was powered by its own electric centre. The capacity of
its sophisticated energy system allowed for signing a contract between
Ladislav Pracka and the village council on electrification of Nova Hut
in 1911. Soon, the locals could enjoy the blessing of the electric supply.
Unfortunatelly, Dr. Pracka overestimated his financial possibilities and
not long afterwards had to sell the observatory equipment and even the
villa itself. It is certainly not by coincidence that the Obsetvatory is found
on the intersection point of the 14* meridian and 50* parallel (the latest
measurement which diffidently disputes this, notwithstanding).
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Glassworks Riickl Crystal, a. s.

Opened in 1903, nationalized after WWII and returned to private
hands after 1989, the Nizbor glassworks offers a wide range of cut lead
crystal glass. Its production is exported all around the world, and also
includes many state gifts, among them for Queen Elisabeth II and Pope
John Paul II. Famed are also the sport trophies, cups and other prizes
made here, such as the Czech Film Academy Award (Czech Lion). The
extraordinary skills of Nizbor’s glassblowers and glasscutters can be
admired during a group or individual guided tour, which demonstrates
all stages of both machine and hand glassmaking. In the factory shop
you will certainly find a souvenir matching the momentary condition of
your wallet. Contact: www.ruckl.cz; info@ruckl.cz.

Stradonice Graveyard, % ag™
Grave of Frantisek Nepil

- Walking along the 5 - 'i;
w graveyard chapel and reach- h Ly _'1
¥ ing its end, you will find - N

' . the grave of FrantiSek Nepil (1929-1995),

a famous Czech writer born in the nearby

" Hyskov. He used to have a holiday home in
- Stradonice and would very often write about

his beloved local countryside in his books.

Zloukovice

- Largely located on the right river bank
N about 4km upstream, Zloukovice contains
a number of traditional folk timber houses,
an 18"-century belfry, and scores of weekend houses, cottages, and
huts. With the growing popularity of hiking and camping in the 1920s,
Zloukovice became a paradise for holidaymakers. To this day, the
area remains one of the leading recreation centres of the K#i-
voklat region. If you take a walk across the railway bridge, you
may inconspicuously observe the canoers swearing underneath
at the typically low water levels at this point.
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Celts at Hradisté: Oppidum
and Coins \!y

The Hradisté hill (380 m above sea level) and the
nearby village of Stradonice has earned a name in
the archaeological world. Around 500 BC the area
became strongly affected by the Celtic settlement.
The Celts were the very first inhabitants of the Czech

basin to be known by name. Coming

from Western Europe, they would live

in the local area for about 500 years (La

Téne culture). They started building

~ settlements (oppida, pl.), and were
== skilled craftsmen, specializing mainly
in pottery and bronze items. In addition, they
excelled in trading and made their own gold
coins, the so-called “rainbow cups”, the name of
these being due to the fact that they would be typically found in fields,

washed out by rain and brightly shining in the sun.

Superstition has it that a gold treasure will be found at the point of
the rainbow touching the ground: “Where the corner of the heavenly bow
stands, there a gold bowl falls down from the sky”.

The vast Celtic oppidum at today’s Hradisté hill used to be,

+  according to many scholars the main manufacturing and trad-
ing centre of Central Europe. The findings show advanced lev-
els of civilization and manual skills of the local population. It
is to the “rainbow cups” that we owe the very discovery of the
oppidum: when the economic depression of 1873 made a lot
of people out of work, some would make theit living by digging
out old animal bones at Hradisté and selling them as

material to produce spodium (bone char used in sugar refineries). On
2" August 1877, one of such diggers, Liborin Lébr, found a treasure
of 200 gold coins on the site. His finding triggered a “gold rush”, duting
which the treasure hunters dug up all the area of the former oppidum.

Reportedly, there would be up to 300 diggers a day, some of whom

Q would even guard the stretches of land they had taken in with hunt-

ing rifles by night. And, it was not only antiquity hunters
from Bohemia, Vienna and Germany who were streaming
to Hradisté, but also curious holidaymakers from Prague.

Apart from individual coins, however, no treasure was ever

found afterwards. What also started to gain attention then
was the frequent findings of bronze objects and potsherds,
many of which today feature leading European museums.
The Celtic civilization on the Czech territory ended with the
Germanic invasion at the turn of the Christian era: the Mar-
coman tribe burnt the oppidum down and replaced the advanced
Celtic civilization with people who would dramatically lag behind for
a very long time.

The most convenient route to reach the oppidum runs from the Stra-
donice graveyard following the information boards up to the point marked
with a wooden cross. Called “Prachovy” (dust-like), its name comes from
the legend about a coal maker FrantiSek Prach (“Dust”), who built a hut
here and searched for a gold treasure.
The Spirit of the Krivoklat forests,
the horrendous Dyma, however,
punished him by burning
down his hut, sparing noth-
ing but the cross, whose
vertical beam keeps sink-
ing deeper and deeper in
the ground. ..
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